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HOUSE BI LL 3230

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Strow and O Brien

Read first tine . Referred to .

AN ACT Relating to requiring DNA evidence to be presented prior to
i nposition of the death penalty; adding a new section to chapter 10.95
RCW creating new sections; providing an effective date; and decl aring
an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. This act my be known and cited as the
mandat ory DNA testing act of 2006.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) On Septenber 9, 2005, Kirk Bl oodsworth was freed fromdeath row
based on postconviction DNA testing;

(b) On May 27, 2005, Texas passed a law stating that all felons are
required to submit a DNA sanple to the Texas departnment of crimna
justice;

(c) Since 1993, one hundred twenty-three individuals have been
exoner at ed through postconviction DNA testing;

(d) The Geen river killer, Gary R dgeway, was identified as being
guilty based on DNA tests; and
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(e) I'n Maryland, on January 1, 2004, a student senate passed a bill
mandati ng postconviction DNA testing prior to the inposition of the
deat h penalty.

(2) It is therefore the intent of the |legislature to:

(a) Provide the court with a one hundred percent guarantee that the
one that is facing possible capital punishment is, in fact, guilty of
the crime coomtted; and

(b) Ensure that innocent people are not being executed for crines
t hey have not comm tted.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 10.95 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of |law, and w thout exception,
the death penalty may not be inposed upon a person convicted of
aggravated first degree nurder unless DNA evidence was used in the
person's conviction.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
March 1, 2006.

~-- END ---
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